Descriptive Writing: Personal Essay
Think about your identity.  What makes you who you are?  What attributes make you truly unique?  What events and/or what individuals have helped mold you into the young adult that you are becoming? What are you working towards? Your writing assignment is to write a personal essay describing yourself…focusing on three key goals in your life. Think about all aspects of your life: personal, spiritual, family, academic, extra-curricular, athletic, etc. You will format your essay following MLA format. We will be learning this together as we work through the writing process.
Here we go…have fun.  You are the expert on this topic.  Visit with your family or look at old pictures to help inspire and motivate your ideas.  The following format will help guide your paper.  The 6+1 Traits of Writing should be evident through out your paper.  Refer to your one pager handout as needed.  
1.  Brainstorm / Pre-Write:  Map out the important things about you.  There is no limit.  You do not have to write in complete sentences.  
2.  Drafting:   Begin organizing and expanding on the three key ideas you wish to focus on.  


Intro Paragraph:  Thesis statement –This should conclude your intro paragraph and state the three key ideas your proving.  These ideas should be introduced in the order they will appear in your writing.  


Body paragraph #1:  Idea stated in a strong topic sentence(goal #1).  Several facts and examples prove your topic sentence.  Address why this goal is important , how you will achieve it, who could help you, etc. Concludes with a transition sentence that leads into your next idea.  


Body paragraph #2:  Idea stated in a strong topic sentence(goal #2).  Several facts and examples prove your topic sentence.  Address why this goal is important , how you will achieve it, who could help you, etc. Concludes with a transition sentence that leads into your next idea.  


Body paragraph #3:  Idea stated in a strong topic sentence(goal #3).  Several facts and examples prove your topic sentence.  Address why this goal is important , how you will achieve it, who could help you, etc. 


Conclusion paragraph:  Begins with a concluding transition and brings your paper to an interesting end.   Concludes with final thoughts, and a restatement of your three proven ideas. 

3.  Revising:  Revising helps strengthen your draft. This stage of writing is where we work on making it better!  Use your checklist for guidance.  Your paper should be revised more than once and this should be evident with colored pencil revisions.  
4.  Editing:  Using a red pen/pencil re-read your paper focusing on grammar, usage, and mechanics.  This stage of writing is where we work on “fixing” mistakes.  

5.  Publishing:  This paper needs to be typed: Times New Roman font type size 12 - double spaced.  It needs a proper MLA formatted heading and header with Last Name and pg #  [click insert then click Header.  Click on the right justify symbol and type last name, then click insert and page number and  top of page to set the page number in the header.]  Margins:   bottom, left and right to 1”  the top will be ½” with the header in place.  Length of paper:   Your paper needs to be five complete paragraphs.  
